Appendix 1: Sample letter to professional client

Dear[solicitor],

Further Action by the criminal Bar: commences Friday, 7th March 2014.

On 6th January, the criminal Bar took part in a Half-day of Action and virtually no work was done in Crown Courts in England and Wales until 2.00pm.

The action was not, however, successful in persuading the government not to proceed with savage cuts to criminal legal aid, cuts which threaten to destabilise the whole criminal justice system. The indications are that Mr Grayling will announce his response to the September consultation within the next fortnight. 

Representatives of the Criminal Bar Association, and solicitors’ groups, the LCCSA and CLSA, met recently and decided that further direct action was necessary. The date of Friday, 7th March has been selected as the date upon which the professions will act, and act together.
The further action, so far as barristers are concerned will take two forms. First, barristers, myself included, will refuse to attend court for the whole day on Friday, 7th March. 
Second, apart from not attending court on the 7th March itself, criminal barristers have decided that, from 7th March [until further notice] they will refuse to do defence ‘returns’ in legally aided criminal cases. The willingness of barristers to do each other’s returns greatly assists the smooth running of the court, by ensuring that hearings can be listed and dealt with without the delay that would be occasioned by the court having to wait for the Instructed Advocate to become available. Barristers have decided to withdraw this co-operation from the courts, in the expectation that the disruption that it will cause will make the government notice how much it relies on the goodwill of the Bar. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Accordingly, from 7th March, [until further notice] I will not accept ‘returns’; i.e. I will not cover hearings for other barristers in cases in which I am not the Instructed Advocate. If the Instructed Advocate is unavailable, and s/he cannot secure a change of date to allow him or her to attend, the hearing is likely to proceed in the absence of a defence advocate. I expect that my colleagues will also support this action, and so I expect that they will not cover cases in which I am the Instructed Advocate. Of course, in such cases, I will try to secure a change of date, or other accommodation from the court, to allow me to attend.
 [You instruct me in the case of R v. {   }, which [is due for a preliminary hearing/PCMH/sentence/trial] [will be part-heard] at {  } Crown Court] on that day. I will not be attending that hearing. I am writing to the court, explaining the position, and asking [that the case be adjourned to another date] [that the judge does not sit in the trial on that day]. I will let you know what response I receive. 
It is with great regret that the Bar has been driven to the point we have now reached, but I am sure that you understand the seriousness of the situation that both professions face. 
Can I ask that you write to our mutual client, explaining the position as I have set it out in this letter. Please assure [him/her] that I will endeavour to secure the accommodation from the court needed to allow me to attend and deal with his case. I would ask that, on 7th March, and on any other date when one of your clients is affected by this action, you send a representative of the firm to court, to reassure our client. I know that many solicitors are supporting the action being taken by the Bar, and that you may feel that sending anyone to court would undermine the effectiveness of the action, but I can say that the CBA does not so regard it. Your representative is not an advocate capable of conducting the case, and the judge/bench will know that.
If you require any further information about the case, or matters  generally, please do not hesitate to contact me, and I will happily discuss the matter further. 
Yours,

[Name]
[Chambers]
